


















(HIMAT), which is responsible for the 
operations of the tsunami tide gauges 
and communications of the warning 
system in Colombia. 
     The training these visiting scie-
tists received was comprehensive and 
took place in Hawaii from October 25 
to December 4, 1987.  The scientists 
were thoroughly familiarized with the 
operations of the Tsunami Warning 
System, and had a thorough introduce-
tion on all aspects of the tsunami prob-
lem.  In addition, they worked on specif-
ic problems related to tsunami warning
in their own country and on improve-
ments of communications.  Final reports 
by the visiting scientists were prepared 
and submitted to the IOC Secretariat.   
     Mr. Zea-Mazo also worked on a

INTERNATIONAL TSUNAMI 
INFORMATION CENTER 

 
ITIC Progress Report 1985-1987 

 
     The Director of ITIC, Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis 
completed a biannual progress report of The International 
Information Center (ITIC) for 1985 – 1987.  This report 
was presented at XI Session of the ICG/ITSU Meeting in 
Beijing – China in September this year.  Copies were dis-
tributed to all ITSU Member Countries.  A limited number 
of copies is available by writing to: 
 
 ITIC 
 P.O. Box J0027 
 Honolulu, HI 96850, USA 

Mr. Miguel Pin-Nieto of Lima, 
Peru (above) and Mr. Jorge A. 
Zea-Mazo of Bogota, Colombia 
(right) receive their certificates    
of completion of training from   
Dr. George Pararas- Carayannis, 
Director of ITIC. 

Visiting Scientists Program - 1987 
 
     Lieutenant Miguel Pin-Nieto of Peru and Mr. Jorge 
Zea-Mazo of Colombia were the two visiting scientists 
who completed in 1987 a 6-week training course at the 
International Tsunami Information Center (ITIC), in 
Honolulu.  The training program is sponsored and funded 
by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC). 
     Lieutenant Pin-Nieto is a naval officer with the 
Hydrographic Institute of the Peruvian Navy and Chief of 
the Physical Oceanography Division which is responsible 
for tsunami studies, the tsunami tide gauges, and opera-
tions related to the Tsunami Warning System. 
    Mr. Zea-Mazo is a scientist with the Colombian 
Institute of Hydrology, Meterology and Oceanography 
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ICG/ITSU

Eleventh Session of the 

International Coordination Group 

for the 

Tsunami Warning System in the 

Pacific

Beijing, China, 8-12 September 1987 

The Eleventh Session of the International 
Coordination group for the Tsunami Warning System in 
the Pacific (ICG/ITSU) met in Beijing, China, 8-12 
September 1987. The meeting was hosted by the State 
Oceanic Administration of the People's Republic of China. 

The following is a summary of the provisional 
Agenda of the meeting:  

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION  

2. INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  

3. IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND REC- 
    OMMENDATIONS OF THE TENTH SESSION OF 
    THE ICG/ITSU (1-3 AUGUST 1985, SIDNEY, 
    CANADA)  

3.1 Master Plan for International Tsunami    
      Warning System  

3.2 Tsunami Travel- Time Charts  

3.3 Glossary of Tsunami Related Terms  

3.4 Data Base Format  

3.5 Communication Plan  

4. OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 
        TSUNAMI SYSTEM  

5.  COOPERATION WITH IUGG TSUNAMI COM-
        MISSION AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL BOD-
        IES INVOLVED IN TSUNAMI MITIGATION AND 
        RESEARCH  

6. TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE IN TSUNAMI 
       PREPAREDNESS  

7.  MANDATE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INTER-
       NATIONAL TSUNAMI INFORMATION CENTER  

8.    PLANS FOR THE FUTURE  

9.    OTHER BUSINESS  

10.  DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION  

11. ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-
        CHAIRMAN  

12. ADOPTION OF THE SUMMARY REPORT AND
       RECOMMENDATIONS 

13. CLOSURE 

A summary report of the 
Eleventh Session has been pre-
pared and will be distributed in 
the very near future by the 
Secretariat of the Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Com-
mission (IOC). Because of the 
voluminous nature, the national 
reports presented at the Eleventh 
Session are not included in the 
summary report but are included
in the present Tsunami Newsletter 
under the section “Area and
National Reports.”

Participants to the Xl Session of the International Coordination Group for the Tsunami 
Warning System in the Pacific, ICG -- ITSU, pose for a group picture near the Great Wall of  
China during a short excursion following the Conference in Beijing. (The reason everyone is
smiling is because they had not as yet started their climb of the Great Wall.)  
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    A few candid and informal photographs of par- 
ticipants to the ITSU XI Conference.  
    (top left) While all the delegates were working 
hard at the Conference, their spouses were out 
spending their money, having fun, and visiting neat 
places like the forbidden city (Ed. lt just wasn't 
fair).  
    (above) During an excursion following the ITSU 
meeting in Beijing, Mr. Tom Sokolowski, Director 
of the Alaska Tsunami Warning Center climbed to 
vantage point near the Great Wall of China to be  

the first to photograph a tsuna- 
mi striking the Great Wall.     
(Ed. Last we heard Mr. 
Sokolowski was still in China, 
at his vantage point, waiting).  
    (above) Dr. I. Oliounine 
(IOC), Dr. G. Pararas- 
Carayannis (ITIC), Dr. V. 
Berdin, and Dr. Y. Shokin 
(USSR) pose for an informal 
photograph during a tour after 
the meeting. (Ed. The reason 
everyone is smiling is because 
they have not yet started their 
climb of the Great Wall)  
    (right) Mr. Tom Sokolowski 
(USA), Professor S. Soloviev 
(USSR) and Mrs. Marlene 
Sokolowski posing for a candid 
photograph between servings  
of beef broccoli and sweet-  
sour shrimp.  
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    (left) Dr. Iouri 
Oliounine caught by 
the camera in a spon- 
taneous pose with Mr. 
and Mrs. Rapatz and 
Dr. Guisakov during   
a lunch recess. (Ed. 
Later Dr. Oliounine 
issued a disclaimer 
stating that the empty 
beer bottles in front    
of him were already  
on the table when he 
got there.) 
    (below) Mr. G. 
Dohler, past chair-
man of ICG/ITSU 

poses for a  photograph 
during lunch recess with 
Mrs. Marlene Sokolowski 
and Ms. Mirelle Larche.  
(Ed. This was the table 
with the most empty beer 
bottles.) 
    (bottom) During an 
excursion following the 
ITSU Conference in 
Beijing, Dr. George 
Pararas-Carayannis tried 
to persuade Professor 
Mohamed El Sabh, of the 
Canadian Delegation, of 
the existence of progress- 
sive long waves of the ele- 
mentary type in a bound- 

less layer of vis- 
cous fluid of con- 
stant depth 
rotating with 
angular veloci- 
ties below the 
Coriolis parame- 
ter. Professor El 
Sabh stood firm 
and refused to 
accept the exis- 
tence of such 
waves.
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              (top left) Professor Mohammed El Sabh (Canada) pos-    
          ing in front of a big fish moments before it was devoured 
         (Ed. Please note that everyone at this table, including  
         myself, are drinking Chinese Coca-Cola, and not beer).  
             (top right) Mr. and Mrs. R. Hagemeyer (USA) and  
         DR. Y. Kilonsky (USA) wondering what happened to the  
         big fish that was on the table a few seconds before.  

                                                                                                (bottom) Commander H. Soldi (left) of the Peruvian       
                                                                                             delegation, and Professor M. El Sabh and Dr. T. Murty  
                                                                                             of the Canadian delegation during lunch recess. (Ed.  

      Later, both Dr.  
      Murty and  
      Commander  
      Soldi comment-  
      ed, and we  
      quote "We did  
      not have a  
      chance to eat  
      anything ." We  
      really don't  
      know what hap- 
      pened to the 
      fish.)  
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Dr. S. Gusiakov (USSR) 
did not believe  
Dr. Pararas-Carayannis's 
story about the existence of 
these progressive waves 
either. But he did listen 
politely.  

(left) Mr. W.
Rapatz (Canada) 
with his lovely wife 
and Ms. Mirelle 
Larche.  (Ed. This 
table tied for first  
place in the empty  

beer bottle contest.) 

    Dr. and Mrs. Yang 
Huating, People's 
Republic of China, 
were the hosts of the 
ITSU meeting. 
Professor I. Shokimi, 
of the USSR, in front  
of a restaurant dur- 
ing an excursion fol- 
lowing the ITSU 
meeting. (Ed. The 
hosts asked, politely, 
Dr. Pararas- 
Carayannis to get off 
the horse before 
entering the restau- 
rant, which he did.)  
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